The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 

1 . A method for managing data in a list, the method comprising: 
creating a list having an item type and a relationship type; and 

adding an item to the list by generating an entry in the list in accordance with the 
relationship type, the entry representing an association between an item and the item type. 

2. The method of Claim 1, further comprising changing a location of the item 
and updating the entry to refer to the changed location. 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the status of the item changes when the item 
is deleted, and updating the entry includes removing the entry from the list. 

4. The method of Claim 1, further comprising defining a property for the 
relationship type, wherein generating an entry in the list in accordance with the relationship 
type includes generating a value for the property. 

5. The method of Claim 4, further comprising moving the item to a new list, 
wherein moving includes deleting the entry from the original list and generating an entry in 
the new list and copying the value for any property that the new list's relationship type has in 
common with the original list's relationship type. 

6. The method of Claim 5, further comprising copying the item to a new list, 
wherein copying includes generating an entry in the new list and copying the value for any 
property that the new list's relationship type has in common with the original list's 
relationship type. 

7. The method of Claim 1, the method further comprising deleting an item, 
wherein deleting includes removing the entry from the list and removing any other entry in 
other lists, where the other entry also represents an association with the item. 
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8. The method of Claim 1, the method further comprising applying a view to the 
list, wherein applying the view includes retrieving entries in the list having properties that 
match properties specified in the view and applying a display characteristic to the values of 
the matching properties. 

9. The method of Claim 1 5 wherein the list is a file in XML format, wherein the 
entry is a non-holding reference to the item associated with the item type and the property is 
a metadata associated with the item, and updating the entry includes serializing a shell link to 
the reference. 

10. The method of Claim 1, wherein the list is a file system container, and the 
entry is a holding reference to an item, the holding reference reflecting a current status of the 
item. 

11. A system for managing data, the system comprising: 

a storage medium for storing items of data and a list entry template; 

a processing unit for operating a process to generate a list of selected items in 
response to a user input, wherein each entry of the list represents a reference to the item 
independent of the item's location in the storage medium, and wherein each entry includes a 
property value generated in accordance with the list entry template; and 

a display unit for displaying a view of the items in the list, the view including a 
display of the property values of the entry in accordance with a display characteristic. 

12. The system of Claim 1 1, wherein the stored items of data are moved to a new 
location and the process to generate the list of items includes a process to update the entry to 
refer to the new location. 

13. The system of Claim 12, wherein the process to update the entry includes 
removing the entry from the list when the item is no longer stored on the storage medium. 

14. The system of Claim 11, wherein the process to generate the list includes a 
process to copy the item to a new list comprising making an entry in the new list and copying 
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the property value from the original entry to the new entry in accordance with the new list's 
entry template. 

15. The system of Claim 13, wherein the process to generate the list includes a 
process to move the item to a new list including the process to copy the item to the new list 
plus a process to delete the entry from the original list. 

16. The system of Claim 11, wherein the processing unit is to further operate a 
process to delete an item from the storage medium that includes removing all entries that 
refer to the item. 

17. The system of Claim 11, wherein the generated list is a file in XML format, 
and wherein the entry in the list is a non-holding reference to the item and the property is a 
metadata associated with the item, and updating the entry includes serializing a shell link to 
the reference. 

18. The system of Claim 11, wherein the generated list is a file system container, 
and the entry is a holding reference to the item, the holding reference referring to a current 
location of the item. 

1 9. A computer-accessible medium having a computer-executable component for: 
defining a list having an item type and a relationship type; 

adding an item to the list by generating an entry in the list in accordance with the 
relationship type, the entry representing an association between an item and the item type; 
and 

updating the entry whenever a status of the item changes. 

20. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the 
computer-executable component updates the entry to refer to a current location of the item, 
regardless of an actual location of the item. 
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21. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the 
computer-executable component automatically removes the entry from the list when the item 
is deleted. 

22. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the computer- 
executable component further defines a property for the relationship type, wherein generating 
an entry in the list in accordance with the relationship type includes generating a value for 
the property. 

23. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the computer- 
executable component further moves the item to a new list, wherein moving includes 
deleting the entry from the original list and generating an entry in the new list and copying 
the value for any property that the new list's relationship type has in common with the 
original list's relationship type. 

24. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the computer- 
executable component further copies the item to a new list, wherein copying includes 
generating an entry in the new list and copying the value for any property that the new list's 
relationship type has in common with the original list's relationship type. 

25. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the computer- 
executable component further applies a view to the list, wherein applying the view includes 
retrieving entries in the list having properties that match properties specified in the view and 
applying a display characteristic to the values of the matching properties. 

26. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the list is stored in 
XML format, wherein the entry is a non-holding reference to the item associated with the 
item type and the property is a metadata associated with the item, and updating the entry 
includes serializing a shell link to the reference. 
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27. The computer-accessible medium of Claim 19, wherein the list is stored in a 
file system container, and the entry is a holding reference to an item, the holding reference 
reflecting a current status of the item. 
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